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5.  Transportation, Community, and System Preservation Program 
 

SAFETEA-LU, Section 1117; Transportation, Community, and System Preservation 
Program (TCSP) provides funding for a comprehensive initiative including planning grants, 
implementation grants, and research to investigate and address the relationships between 
transportation, community, and system preservation, and to identify private sector-based 
initiatives. 

 
Section 1117 of SAFETEA-LU defines the TCSP program, and outlines projects 

eligible for TCSP funding include any project eligible for funding under Title 23 or Chapter 
53 of Title 49 U.S.C., or any other activity relating to the purposes of this section determined 
appropriate by the Secretary, including corridor preservation activities necessary to 
implement transit-oriented development plans, traffic-calming measures, or other 
coordinated preservation practices.  Projects receiving TCSP federal discretionary funding 
are generally earmarked by Congress through yearly allocations, and the projects will be 
added to the FY 2007-2010 STIP through the STIP amendment process.  

 
6.  Planned Public Transportation (Transit) Projects 
 

The Federal Transit Law (49 U.S.C. Chapter 53), is the basis for the federally-assisted 
public transportation programs.  Program funds for the rural and small urban portion of the 
state (Section 5311), for the urbanized portion of the state (Section 5307), for the elderly and 
disabled persons in the state (Section 5310), for technical assistance and transit planning 
(Section 5303), training for transit operators (RTAP), and discretionary capital (Section 5309) 
are allocated on a formula basis.  New program funds include the transit New Freedom 
Initiative and the formula grant for Job Access and Reverse Commute.  Local plans are 
required.  

 
Section 5311 program funds are used for planning, capital, and operating assistance 

by local public bodies, nonprofit organizations, and operators of public transportation 
services.  These funds are used to give people access to health care, shopping, employment, 
education opportunities, public services, recreation, etc.  Public transportation systems in 
rural areas assume the responsibility of meeting these needs.  Kentucky utilizes 15% of these 
funds for provision of intercity bus services. 

 
Section 5307 program funds are used by transit operators in urbanized areas.  The 

KYTC has approval authority for operating and capital funding for operators in areas of 
50,000 to 200,000 populations.  These funds do not flow through the Cabinet, but the 
allocation is done by the Governor.  Areas larger than 200,000 are allocated a specific grant 
amount by the FTA. 
 

Section 5303 program funds are used for planning purposes by the MPOs and the 
KYTC.  MPO funds are formula allocated by the KYTC and are identified for use in 
urbanized area unified planning work programs.  Statewide transit planning for the rural 
areas is also funded with Section 5303 funds. 

 
Section 5309 is a discretionary capital program that provides capital for three primary 

activities, new and replacement bus and facilities; modernization of existing rail systems and 
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new fixed guide way systems.  Funds are allocated on a discretionary basis.  Current projects 
are identified with the Federal Register 2/3/2006.  Any future Section 5309 funding must be 
amended into the STIP.  
 

Section 5310 program funds are used for capital purposes only.  Vans and other 
equipment critical to providing transportation services for elderly and persons with 
disabilities are purchased through this program.  The Rural Transit Assistance Program 
(RTAP) is designed to provide training, technical assistance, research, and other related 
support services for rural transit operators.   Section 5309 funds are for capital purposes and 
may be utilized for both rural and urban areas.  Program funds are used extensively 
throughout the state.  The Section 5310 will be required to have a local plan before funds 
can be programmed. 

 
In general, the KYTC receives applications from areas and agencies for the FTA 

program funds.  These applications describe the needs for public transit funds (type of 
service needed, etc.), the funding required, and local matching sources.  The KYTC allocates 
the money based on several factors including potential ridership, area to be served, 
availability of services, etc.  Each agency is accountable to the Cabinet for the allocated 
funds.  Monthly reports, site visits and compliance reviews, vehicle inspections, drug and 
alcohol testing, timely invoicing, and audits are among the monitoring activities the Cabinet 
performs. 
 

With regard to transit project identification, the KYTC advertises annually for 
competitive proposals for Sections 5310 and 5311 in newspapers of statewide circulation, as 
well as relying heavily upon past experience to develop the transit element of the FY 2007-
2010 STIP.  Since the passage of TEA-21, the KYTC has been cognizant of the many 
opportunities for combining highway and transit funding for individual projects and 
programs, and fully expects to take advantage of these opportunities in the future. 
Kentucky’s MPOs are seriously studying transit options for addressing metropolitan traffic 
issues, and are engaged in the project prioritization efforts which truly represent a 
multimodal approach to overcoming the problems of urban congestion. 
 

Planned transit improvements are listed in Appendix A, Exhibit A-8. 
 

7.  Human Service Transportation Delivery Process 
 

Welfare reform legislation has greatly influenced changes in the Human Service 
Transportation Delivery (HSTD) Process.  This process/program utilized combined 
transportation resources of the Health and Family Services Cabinet and Workforce 
Development Cabinet to provide a coordinated network of transportation providers to 
provide safe, efficient, and accessible transportation for Kentucky’s health, human service, 
and workforce program clients. 

 
Medicaid, Vocational Rehabilitation, and Department for the Blind funds will flow 

from the two human service cabinets to the KYTC for operating funds for providers and 
administrative funds for the KYTC to manage the program. 
 
 


